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Sacraments; Part Il; The Sacrament of Extreme Unction and Last Rites, the Sacrament of Holy Orders, and the
Sacrament of Matrimony In laying before his many kind readers the second instalment of Letters on the Seven
Sacraments, the author wishes to remind them once again that these volumes on Christian Doctrine in no way
pretend to form a complete Manual of Theology. Although they may, and - unless Dame Rumour say far more
than her prayers - actually do, prove of use to busy priests by supplying ready materials for instruction to their
people, yet their main purpose is to popularize theology for the laity, and particularly for lay or non-priestly
instructors. In the present volume it has, of course, been necessary to deal with that increasingly momentous
Sacrament - Holy Matrimony. The author has been fully conscious of the delicacy of this part of his subject, but
not less alive, also, to the slender instruction concerning it so often to be noticed even among Catholics. Now,
here it would have been quite easy, and far more pleasant, to deal in mere pious generalities. But such a policy
seemed utterly useless in a work of practical instruction, and even unconscientious - if not positively misleading.
The publicity given nowadays to questions as to the relations between the sexes - whether we deplore it or not -
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