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defiance of the General s deranged (but oh so American, oh so military) values. This story and its thirtyish
author were no friends of the milieu to which the slick magazines advertisers were pitching their products.
Another unexpected writer s influence underlies this story: J.D. Salinger. Throughout the 40s and before his
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protagonists (most of them around the age of Haley Brandon) stumbled through pre- and postwar Manhattan
and military service, experiencing mild disaffection, alienation, and then terrible anger. All of them came to
learn that the people who ran the show were...
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