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statue of a human figure, which does not represent a mere abstraction but a real and once breathing man,
draws much of its significance from the nature of the forces creating it and also from a fit association with the
spot where it is reared. At a time when government is expected to do everything, it is becoming quite too much
the fashion to build monuments by law and pay for them by money taken by taxation from the people. The
tribute thus rendered involves no special sense of sacrifice on the part of any human being. It is indeed cold
compared with that which is paid by voluntary gifts and comes springing from the hearts of the givers. In one
of the public squares of Washington stands a figure of Lincoln. It is not striking merely as a work of art, but it
acquires a beauty and a pathos from the fact that it was reared by many small gifts from men and women
whom his immortal proclamation had made free. It is surely a felicity that the statue of Thomas Brackett Reed
which you unveil to-day should have been raised by the free gifts of those who knew and loved him and not
from a levy upon any public treasury. Nothing could be happier also than its association with the spot where it
is placed. It is ideally fitting that it should stand in the streets where he once played as a boy, in the city...
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