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Centuries ago mention was made by the French explorers of the large or main village of the Quans on the
southwest bank of the Missouri river, about thirty leagues above the mouth of the Quans river. The Quans were
the Kansa or Konza Indians from whom the state of Kansas derived its name. They were visited by De
Bourgmont, in 1724, while on his famous expedition to the Padoucas. The exact location of this noted old
village of Bourgmont s time, heretofore, has never been definitely determined, although the ruins of the old
town on the Missouri were observed and mentioned by explorers and travelers for many years subsequent to
the early French explorations. Professor Dunbar apparently, authentically, has designated Atchison, Kansas as
the site of the old village, while Kansas historians generally evade the question by vaguely referring to the old
Kaw village at or near the present site of Atchison, which is based merely on an approximation of the distance
above the Kansas and Little Platte rivers, without taking into consideration the topographical and other
features so essential in determining such matters. After carefully studying all available data bearing on the
subject, including the chronicles of most of the early explorers who mention the old village, and thoroughly
examining the whole region along the Missouri river north of the Kansas, | have concluded that the historic old
town of Doniphan, five miles north of the city of Atchison, was the prehistoric capital of the Kaws. The
historical, topographical and archaeological evidence adequately sustains such an opinion. Before going into
details | will succinctly give a...
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