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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 edition. Excerpt: .high symbolic meaning of the diCerent individual
phenomena of nature, particularly in the phases of development of natural objects in relation to the stadia of
human development, we find it in the fact that nature and man have their origin in one and the same eternal
Being, and that their development takes place in accordance with the same laws, only at diCerent stages. Thus
the observation of nature and the observation of man, in comparison and in connection with the facts and
phenomena of the general development of humanity, are mutually explanatory, and mutually lead to deeper
knowledge the one of the other. A clear insight into the causative and creative relation of the human spirit to its
external work leads also to a clear insight into the relation of the causative, creative spirit of God to nature;
leads to a knowledge of the manner in which the finite proceeds from the infinite, the material from the
spiritual, nature from God. Even man, although externally a finite being, does not always need his arms and
hands for the production and outward representation of his work; more frequently his will, his determining
look, the breath of his word, create and bring forth. Even man, although externally finite, can bring forth
material for his creations, without having recourse to material existences. Whoever wants further proof for this
need only pass in review the whole series of developments, conditions, and phenomena, from the least material,
innermost thought...
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