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disorders, collectively called autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The term spectrum refers to the wide range of
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listed in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fourth Edition - Text Revision (DSM-IV-TR).
The manual currently defines five disorders, sometimes called pervasive developmental disorders (PDDs), as
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disorder not otherwise specified (PDD-NOS); Retts disorder (Rett syndrome); Childhood disintegrative disorder
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